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extension range 18 mm

red :  l l3  na t .
s ize, etc.

green: exposure
factor (  x 1.8)

index to infinity

diaphragm set to 5.6

"Visifocus"

Man's progress in photo-optics has been
one constant effort to duplicate the cor-
rective characteristics of the living eye.
But while muscle fibers stretch at a signal
from the nervous system, man-made optics
must be delicately balanced in every stage
of design, to provide this same degree of
corrective versatility.
By combining seven elements in a helical
mount, Swiss master craftsmen have
created a truly unique, custom-ground lens
that provides you with the highest pos-
sible degree of optical correction. . . within
an extreme focusing range, extending from
infinity down to ultra close-ups.
Here is modern man's opti-mechanical
answer to the living eye - uncompromis-
ingly combined in the new ALPA
MACRO-SWITAR ALL-IN-ONE APO.
CHROMAT.
The ALPA Macro-Switar offers a fully
automatic diaphragm control, vitally im-
portant in single-lens reflex photography
under adverse lighting conditions. It per-
mits viewing and focusing at full aperture,
closes AUTOMATICALLY to the pre-
selected stop for the exposure and reopens
AUTOMATICALLY instantly thereafter.
The automatic mechanism may be dis-
connected for viewing the depth-of-field.
And the patented Kern VISIFOCUS
depth-of-field system, long a favorite of
movie makers, automatically indicates the
exact depth-of-field on the lens mount, for
any preselected f/stop, even if you focus
with the Automatic Diaphragm at full
aperture.

Highest possible degree of optical correction

The automatic ALPA Macro-Switar APO-
CHROMAT offers you the same out-
standing optical qualities as the world-
famous ALPA-Switar. Custom-ground to

button for diaphragm
setting (arrow horizon-
ta l :  au tomat ic i  a t -
row vertical : non
automatic position)
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closest tolerances, the 7 elements form a
superb APOCHROMAT, which gives exclu-
sive correction of all primary colors including
red, critical sharpness and highest contrast with
a deep satiny black, even at full aperture f/l.8.
The ALPA Macro-Switar APOCHROMAT
transmits 24 % (l) more light at f l l.8 than any
other lens atf 12, rendering a strikingly brilliant
image in natural colors. This combination of
extreme resolving power and high light trans-
mission is of particular value for photography
under adverse lighting condjtions. The large
front lens elements help in achieving the
most even il lumination up'to the very cor-
ners not only at full aperture, but also at

medium stops. This is of paramount impor-
tance for color photography, where the slight-
est fall-off not only darkens the picture, but
changes its color rendition ! The Switar's tonal
qualities are especially warm, even without
haze or skylight filters.
,Swlss precision mechanism
A masterpiece of Swiss craftsmanship, the au-
tomatic ALPA Macro-Switar APOCHRO-
MAT breaks through the "distance barrier"
at 3 feet, by offering you parallax-free focusing
from infinity all the way down to ultra close-
ups, withozl accessories !
It extends three times further than the regular
Switar - 18 mm as asainst 6 mm - which

permits focusing as close as 7" (as compared to
17" for the regular Switar). White numerals
indicate the distances, as measured from the
film plane, from infinity to 1I-l14". Red nu-
merals indicate the subject-to-image ratios
for distances below 3-ll4 feet, down to a
maximum ratio of 1,13 (ll9 for the regular
Switar). This means that the subject will be
reproduced on your film 3 times smaller than
lifesize (9 times smaller with the regular Swi-
tar). You need only enlarge the negative
3 times to obtain a lifesize prirrt (9 times with
the regular Switar). The green numeral
on the lens mount indicates the exposure
correction factor for closest distance.
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:r APOCHROMATIC correction of all primary colors
including red.

{€ Continuous focusing range from infinity down to 7 " ,
without accessories. Switar : from infinity to 17 " .

Distances, depth-of-field, subject-to-image ratios and
exposure factors are calibrated right on the lensmount.

24% more light transmission than f 12 lenses for uni-
form illumination up to the very corners.

Razorsharp definition and highest contrast with a deep
satiny black, eveh at full aperture f/1.8.

Fully automatic diaphragm, which closes AND reopens
automatically, may be disconnected for viewing depth-
of-field.

* Exceptionally smooth shutter release requiring mini-
mum pressure, so as to prevent any vibration.

Click-stops from f/1.8 to tl22 plus intermediate settings
between calibrations.

* Kern VISIFOCUS system automatically indicates
depth-of-field at any preselected aperture. (On Macro-
Switar only.)

On l y45  mmlong (Sw i t a r : 43  mm)  -  We igh t : 9 -1  12oz .  (Sw i t a r  : 6  oz . )

{' Seven custom-ground elements, several made of high refraction
Lanthan glass, render warm tonal qualities, even without haze or sky-
light filter. Switar : same feature.

* Every ALPA Switar and Macro-Switar passes 2 scrupulous tests -

by the lens manufacturer and again at the ALPA factory - and carries
an unconditional guarantee for highest optical performance.

* Exclusive Feature.

Please write for complete ALPA literature to :

(Sw itzerland)

I
I

I

PIGNONS S.A. ,

P S A  8 E . 1 6 3 . L C 1

Technical Details
I

swrrAR IMACRO-SWITAR
I

Angle of field across diagonal of 24 x 36 mm
frame.
7 elements in 5 groups, 4 surfaces cemented,
special Kern AR coating .
Automatic diaphrasm with click-stops (may
be disconnected for viewing depth-of-field)
Depth of field indicator

Focusing range from infinity to .

Subject to image ratio at nearest setting
Subject to image ratios with suppl. lens + 1 D
Length
Weight
Group for filter and lenshood
Code for lenshood
Code for filter (eive tint no.)
Code for supplementary lens + I D
Intermediary ring for adapting filters o B
to lenses a A.

45"

yes

f / l .8  -  f  122
engraved

17"(21"from back
of camera

1 : 9
1 : 1 9 - 1 : 5 . 8

43 mm
6 oz.

A
onu(ana

filtrana

donal

interbag

45o

yes

f / I .8 -  f  122
Kern "Visifocus"

automatic
7" ( l1"  f rom back

of camera)
1 : 3

1 : 1 9 - l : 2 . 4
45 mm
9 Y2 oz.

B
omxabe

filtrabe

donabe

BALLAIGUES
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Tlte ALPA forrnula :

CUSTOM GROUND OPTICS + SWISS PRECISION MECHANISM
: Unconditional guarantee for big/test optical and mecltanical performance

The new ALPA Reflex 1959
with lightning mirror and
hairtrigger release ends all
image blackout !

L n



The new ALPA 1959 offers you all the
most desirable features of a

Single- lens Ref lex Camera:

,  P l u s
Rangef inder Camera:

,4

Twin-tens Reflex 
".-l;1

Three cameras in one

Large ,  b r i l l i an t  g roundg lass  image  g i ves  pa ra l l ax - f ree  focus ing  th rough  the
taking lens,  absolutely accurate f raming and complete depth-of- f ie ld contro l ,
wi th any lens,  at  any distance !

spl i t - image pr ism rangef inder bui l t  in to groundglass of  s ingle lens ref lex
system is not  l imi ted to certa in lenses,  nor to d istances below 3 feet .  I t
couples to any lens at  any distance,  f rom inf in i ty  a l l  the way down to
u l t ra  c lose -ups :  2 "  !

Ref lex system wi th LIGHTNING mirror  and hair t r igger re lease completely
e l im ina tes  a l l  image  b lackou t .  Fu r the rmore ,  the  g roundg lass  image  i s  a  t rue ,
i .e.  re inverted,  image (correct  lef t  to r ight)  and paral lax- f ree,  for  any rens,
at any distance !

You get al l  three in
ALPA al l - in-one 35

one  camera ,  t he  un ique
mm camera.

ALPA Highlishts

New LIGHTNING ref lex mirror ,  operated by a hair t r igger re lease,
f l i ps  up  w i th  l i gh tn ing  speed ,  p rov ides  con t inuous  g roundg lass
observat ion through the very instant  of  actual  exposure:  there is
no  image  b lackou t  !  The  L IGHTNING mi r ro r  re tu rns  to  v iew ing
posi t ion instant ly  af ter  the exposure,  permit t ing immediate double
check  o f  you r  sub jec t  and  keep ing  your  ALPA in  cons tan t  read iness
for  the next  exposure.

www.orphancameras.com
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Paral lax- f ree s ingle- lens Ref lex system guarantees

absolutely accurate focusing,  cr i t ical  sharpness and
complete depth-of- f ie ld contro l ,  wi th any lens,  at
any distance.

Spl i t - image Pr ism Rangef inder wi th 45" d iv id ing l ine,
bu i l t  r i gh t  i n to  the  g roundg lass ,  p inpo in ts  focus
instant ly  and automat ical ly ,  couples wi th any lens,
at  any distance.

Large,  f inest  grain groundglass and precis ion ground
pr i sm p roduce  a  re inve r ted  s t r i k ing ly  b r i l l i an t  image ,
in fu l l  < l i fes ize n and al l  i ts  natural  colors.

: ;
l'

Logical  45" v iewing angle means.comfortable v iewing
and is especia l ly  convenient  for  those who wear
glasses.

i { i
Vibrat ion-f ree shut ter ,  contro l led by Swiss precis ion

mechan ism,  o f te rs  i n te rna t iona l  synchron iza t ion ,
se l f t imer  and  speeds  f rom 1 /1000  to  1  second ,  B  and  T
plus any intermediate speeds between cal ibrat ions:
60 different settings !

Rapid wind lever assures fast  f i lm t ransport  (see
p ic tu re ) ,  wh i l e  s ing le  t ime- re lease  bu t ton  and  rap id
ratchet  mechanism assure fast  rewinding of  exposed
f i lm .

First  complete set  of  8 auto- lenses wi th Ful ly
Automat ic Diaphragms: 24 mm - 28 mm - 35 mm .

50 mm - Macro-Switar  50 mm - 90 mm - 135 mm .

180 mm !  (Other lenses range up to 5000 mm super-
te lephoto.)
Diaphragm closes automat ical ly  to the preselected

stop and reopens automat ical ly  instant ly  af ter  the

exposure .

ALPA Apochromats:  ALPA Macro-Switar  50 mm
f/1.8,  Switar  50 mm f /1.8 and Kinopt ik  100 mm f /2

Apochromats of fer  exclusive correct ion of  a l l  pr i -

mary  co lo rs  ( i nc lud ing  red ) ,  razo r -sharp  de f in i t i on

and highest  contrast ,  even at  fu l l  aperture.

ALPA a l l - i n -a l l  l enses :  ALPA Macro -Sw i ta r  50  mm

f /1 .8  Apochromat  focuses  con t inuous ly  f rom in f i n i t y

to 7" ,  ALPA Macro-Ki lar  40 mm 112.8 f rom inf in i ty

to  4 "  o r  2 "  and  ALPA Macro -K i la r  90  mm f /2 .8  f rom

in f in i t y  to  8 " ;  f o r  c lose -ups  and  copy  work  w i thou t

accessor ies,

100 % Lehs Consistency :  Each ALPA lens passes

2 scrupulous tests-by the lens manufacturer  and.
again at  the ALPA factory-and carr ies an uncondi-

t ional  guarantee for  h ighest  opt ical  performance !

Each ALPA camera is  as painstakingly assembled as

a Swiss precis ion watch.  l t  can wi thstand the most

rugged  use  and  ca r r i es  an  uncond i t i ona l  guaran tee

for  h ighest  mechanical  performance !
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The Sp l i t - image Pr ism Rangef inder  bu i l t
in to  the  groundg lass  o f  the  ALPA's  s ing le -
lens ref lex system couples to any lens,
at any distance !

The la rge ,  f ines t  g ra in  g roundg lass  o f  the
ALPA has two def lect ing pr isms at  i ts
center ,  v is ib le  as  semi -c i rc les ,  wh ich  fo rm
a sp l i t - image rangef inder .  The 45o ang le
o f  the  d iv id ing  l ine  be tween the  two pr isms
al lows focusing on ei ther vert ical  or  hor i -
zon ta l  l i nes .  As  soon 'as  t he  l ens  i s  i n
correct  focus for  the distance,  the image
-spl i t  by the two pr isms-appears in
perfect  a l ig n ment.

The speeding grace of  the swan is captured
in  fu l l  f l i gh t ,  p rov ing  the  ALPA's  ins tan t
readiness for  rapid act ion photography.

Out  o f  focus  :
Sub jec t  i s  immedia te ly  loca ted  and
sha rp l y  v i s i b l e  i n  t he  c l ea r  zone
a round  t he  sp l i t  image .  Bu t  t he
unfor tunate  p igeon has  been deca-
p i ta ted ,  showing tha t  focus ing  is
incor rec t  and the  resu l t  w i l l  be  a
b lu r red  p i c t u re .  G roundg lass  image
i s  u n s h a r p .

I n  f o c u s :
Focus ing  w i th  the  lens  fo r  cor rec t
d is tance has  res tored  our  long-
su f fe r ing  p igeon 's  head and there
i t  i s  in  per fec t  a l ignment .  Ground-
g lass  image  i s  now  c r i t i ca l l y  sha rp
and shows accura te  f rame and
exact  depth of  f ie ld as wel l .

The  c l ea r  zone  a round  t he  sp l i t  image  i s  used  f o r  r ap id  l oca t i on  o f  you r  sub jec t
as  we l l  as  fo r  mic rophotography  a t  h igh  magn i f i ca t ions .

You  buy  one  ALPA and  ge t  t h ree  cameras :
Single- lens Ref lex camera plus rangef inder camera and twin- lens Ref lex
carnera  combined in  the  one and on ly  a l l - in -one 35  mm Camera .

Wr i te  fo r  f  ree  i l l us t ra ted  l i te ra tu re  on  the  ALPA Camera  and lenses ,  o r  the
spec ia l  $ - .75  book le t  on  Macrophotography  and Mic rophotography  w i th  the
ALPA !

U.S .  Agen ts :
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